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Biographical Information 
 

Cliff Houston began his tenure as Interim Pastor with 
us at First Baptist Church on December 1, 2013.  He 
was hired to lead the church through an interim 
period as we discern and prepare ourselves for a 
search for a new Pastor. 
 
Cliff was born in a small town in South Georgia, raised in a 

Christian home, baptized at fourteen in a Southern Baptist 

church, and educated at a fine, southern university.  He 

graduated from the University of Georgia with a 

communications degree from the Henry W. Grady School of Journalism. After graduating, he 

worked in radio and television for five years; then began teaching Journalism at Deerfield-

Windsor Academy, a college preparatory high school in Albany, Georgia. It was there that he 

met and married his wife, Karen Lynn Purvis, recommitted my life to Christ, and sensed what 

he believed to be God's call to ministry.  

 

He enrolled in Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1981, was called to serve as pastor 

of a church near the seminary in the fall of that year, graduated with a Master of Divinity with 

Religious Education degree in 1984, and shortly thereafter, moved to England to help a Baptist 

congregation complete a building project outside Alconbury Air Force Base in Huntingdon, 

England. After completing the building project, he returned to the states to pastor Brinson 

Baptist Church in Brinson, Georgia, earned a Doctor of Ministry degree at Candler School of 

Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, and eventually moved to Rochester to serve Pittsford 

Baptist Church for eighteen years. He enjoys serving Christ in the greater Rochester area, and 

the added benefits of Wegmans, Dinosaur Barbecue, and Red Wings baseball which make this, 

for him, a hard place to beat.  

 

In addition to his seminary education, he studied a year abroad at King's College in London and 

completed his Clinical Pastoral Education at Tallahassee Memorial Regional Hospital in 

Tallahassee, Florida. His latest educational pursuit is with the Interim Ministry Network in 

Baltimore, Maryland where he is in the process of completing work in Transitional Ministry. 

 

To learn more about Rev. Dr. W. Clifford Houston and read some of his writings or listen to 

short messages, check out his blog at daringtosay.com. 
 

 

http://www.daringtosay.com/

